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With Paul George preparing 
to return, do Pacers miss him? 
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‘Star Wars’ is force 
behind artist’s work 


Gabriel Dishaw shows his first “Star Wars”-themed piece, which he made as a teen. PHOTOS BY ROBERT SCHEER/INDYSTAR 


@ usa TODAY 


Terror attack hurts 3 in New York after 
man detonates bomb tied to himself. 1B 


1S-0000098873 


Fishers man attracts 
global following for 
art based on films 


Domenica Bongiovanni 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


One time, while he was vacationing in 
northern Michigan, a pile of vintage Louis 
Vuitton luggage in a store called out to Ga- 
briel Dishaw. 

He spotted junk art potential in the suit- 
cases’ every detail: the golden emblems 
that dance across the chocolate back- 
ground, the zippers, the handles, the draw- 
string from the dust bag. 

So he purchased one, took it apart when 
he arrived home in Fishers and began 
building Darth Vader helmet sculptures. 
After he posted his progress on Instagram, 
@gabrieljunkart, people began asking to 
buy them. 

“People were like ‘Oh my God, these are 
my two passions — Louis Vuitton and ‘Star 
Wars’, ” Dishaw said. 

He had no idea people who were fans of 
both brands even existed. 

Along with Vader, his “Star Wars”- 
themed art includes a Kylo Ren helmet, 
C3PO head, Imperial Walker and TIE fighter 
from the Imperial Fleet. By posting his 


Dishaw’s “Star Wars”-themed artwork was born out of his love 
for the movie series. 


works on Instagram, Dishaw has grown his 
audience to 13,000 followers, which in- 
cludes collectors from all over the world. 
The work fetches prices in the thousands. 

Sharing his process is a large part of the 
business model for Dishaw, who upcycles 
discarded items to create what’s called junk 
art. 

“We're in a day and age where the power 
of your phone gives you a voice, and you 
can spread that, and you can put that on the 
internet and if people like it, they will come 
a knocking,” Dishaw said. 


See STAR WARS, Page 5A 


“Even after a 
long day at 
work, I can come 
in here and work 
till 2 o’clock in 
the morning and 
have no 
problem.” 

Gabriel Dishaw 


Fishers artist 


Hogsett 
renews 
plan to cut 
homicides 


Indianapolis is nearing 
record set one year ago 


Ryan Martin and James Briggs 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Mayor Joe Hogsett on Monday ac- 
knowledged that Indianapolis is hur- 
tling toward a new criminal homicide 
record for the third consecutive year. He 
also outlined how the city could reverse 
that trend in 2018. 

Hogsett took the blame for the per- 
petual rise in homicides during a pas- 
sionate speech in which he lingered on 
words such as “heartbreaking,” “mad- 
dening” and “unacceptable.” 

“The residents of the city,’ Hogsett 
said, “deserve an answer to a simple 
question: What am I going to do about 
it?” 


See HOMICIDES, Page 4A 


Hamilton 

Co. to add 
to judicial 
center, jail 


County leaders earmark 
$38.6 million for projects 


Chris Sikich 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


NOBLESVILLE - Hamilton County 
leaders agree that two decades of 
growth have put a strain on county 
government, the court system and the 
jail. 

But not everyone has agreed on what 
to do about it. 

After years of negotiations, the coun- 
ty commissioners and council have 
agreed to spend $25.5 million to expand 
the Government & Judicial Center and 
$13.1 million to add jail cells. 

The sticking point has been whether 
to raise taxes. The commissioners, who 
are the executive branch of county gov- 


See JAIL, Page 7A 
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Virtual reality goggles are helping 
Noblesville students see the world. 3A 


High 30° X Low 23° 


Technology wins young fans | 
Windy. Forecast, 12A 
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